Staff Department
' THE INFANTRY SCHOOL
Fort Bemning, GCeorgia

ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS COURSE
1949 - 19450

THE OPERATIONS OF THE SRD PLATOON, COMPANY A,
504 PARACHUTE INFANTRY, (82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION)
IN AN ASSAULT ACROSS A DRAW ON THE MERTESROTT
HEIGHTS, IN THE SIEGFRIED LINE,NEAR NEUHOF,
GERMANY, 2 FEBRUARY 1945
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Platoon Leader)

Type of operation deseribed: PLATOON IN THE ASSAULT

Captain Richard R, Hallock, Infantry
ADVANCED INFANTRY OFFICERS CLASS NO II

200 MICROFILM

ITIM KOs ﬁi—gi




TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE

INDH lllll IR N RN EREREEEREEREREEEENEEREENEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEREEEEEE. I E R EE RS E R R R R 1'

BIBLIOGRAPHY . e esssnasnaansssssnssssnsssossssnsssanesnsnsssenasscsssss

ORTENTATION: cusassvssssscssssssssasesssssnssssssansnnssennssensssssse O
Introduction.sccsscssssssssssssssssssnssssnssssnsssnnsssssnssnnsas o
The General SituatioN.sceccesscsssscssssssssssscssssccsssscnssee @
The Dispositions and Plan of the 504 Parachute InfantI¥.esssssss B
The Dispositions and Plan of the lst BattalioN.cssscssescsscsses B
The Dispositiomsand Plan of A Company...se.eeeesvescsssscssssssss B
The Situvation of the Srd PlatoON.ssesscssscssssosscessssssenssss T
The Plan of the Srd Platoofl.sssevssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss B

NARRATION.sessasesssosssssssnsssnsssnssssnsssssssasssssssssnassnnssssll
Movement out of the Wo0dS.:seceesssssessssssssnscsnsssssscasansadll
The Formation Comes Under Fire...ssssessssssssasssssssscsassssssll
Closing to the Objective.iisssssssssssssssssssnssssssnsnssnssnsssll
Degtructlion o' f The Bhnohy..seessssessssssssnssssnssssssssssssnsle
T T R WP I O i aaa .14
Summary of Results of the Action....ssseses R |

ANALYSIS AND CRITICIOM...sssessessassssisssnssnsnssanasnnsnnannasassall i

I e w4 6 e A 9 8 0 R e e i LS

MAP A The Wsr in Western Furope, 15 Jan 1945

MAP B The Ardemnes Campaign. The Line, 16 Dec — 26 Dec - 16 Jan

MAP C Attack on the Siegfried Line, 82nd Abn Div, 2 Feb 1945

MAP D 504 Prcht Inf Situation, (21200 Peb 45

MAP E Assault of the 3rd Platoon, 021218 Feb 45



BIBLIOGRAPHY

A-1 Biennial Report of the Chief of Staff of the United States Army
July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1945, to the Secretary of War,
(Personal possession of author)

A-2 The War in Western Furope, Part II (Dec 1944 to May 1945)
Dept of Military Art and Engineering, United States M litary Academy,
West Point, N.Y, 1949 (TIS Library)

£-3 Report of Operations, 1 Aug 1944 - 22 Feb 1945
First United States Army. (TIS Library)

A-4 Saga of the A1l American. (A History of the B2nd Ajrborne Division)
(Personal possession of author)

A-5 82nd Airborme Division G-§ Msg File 26 Jan - 4 Feb 1545,
D/A Microfilm D115, item 2051. (TIS Library)

46 504 Prcht Inf History, 17 Dec 1944 - May 1945
D/A Mierofilm D134, item 2137

A-7 The Devils in Baggy Pants (A 504 Prcht Inf History)
(T IS Library)

A-8 Men Agsinst Fire, S.L. A. Marshall, Williasm, Morrow snd Co. N.Y. 1947
(Personal possession of author)

A-9 82nd Abn Div G-2 Journal and Msg File, 30 Jan - 2 Feb 1945,
D/A Microfilm D95, item 2031

A-10 82nd Abn Div Tower Hq S-5 Periodic Report 51 Jam - 19 Fgb 1945
D/A Microfilm D105, item £025




THE OPERATIONS OF THE SRD PLATOON, COMPANY A,
504 PARACHUTE INFANTRY, (82ND AIRBORNE DIVISION)
IN AN ASSAULT ACROSS A DRAW ON THE MERTESROTT
HEIGHTS, IN THE SIEGFRIED LINE,NEAR NEUHOF,
GERMANY, 2 FEBRUARY 1945
(RHINELAND CAMPAICN)
(Personal Experience of a Platoon Leader)
ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION
Following successful landings in NORMANDY, a rapid advance across
FRANCE and a delay of two months for supply lines to catch up, by mid-Jan-
uary 1945 the Allied Armies were generally against the SIEGFRIED LINE from
the NORTH SEA to SWITZERLAND, except in the ARDENNES area, (1) (See Map A)
Here on 16 December the Germans had launched a desperate counteroffen-
sive which had penetrated sixty miles, splitting the First and Third United
States Armies, By the middle of January, however, these two armies had pinched
off the nose of the salient and made juncture, (2) (See Map B)
The mission of the First and Third Armies now was to destroy the German
Forces remaining in the ARDENNES and close to and, if possible, penetrate the
SIEGFRIED LINE, (B)

THE GENERAL STTUATION

On 28 January, XIVIII Corps (Abn) - attacking with the 82nd Airborne and
lst Divisions abreast, right to left - launched Pirst Army's final driv; to
the SIEGFRIED LINE, (4) Advancing rapidly against considerable obstacles of
weather, (5) by 1 February (6) the Corps arrived at the SIFGFRIED LINE, ‘over-
running and disorganizing in its advance forces on which the Germans counted
to man the Line in this sector. Patrol reports confirming that the Line was
not fully manned (7) and that the Germans were making frantic efforts to get

(1) A-1, pp 3245
(2) A-2, pp 18-42
(3) A2, p 44
(4) A-S, pp 147, 148, 150. A-5, XVIII Corps F.0. #3, 251600 Jan.
(5) A-4, "Bulge - Last Stages" ;
{sg A-5, XVIII Corps Sitrep 82, 011200 Feb,
A-5, 82nd Div G-35 Periodic Rpt 44, 012400 Feb; FUSA G-2 Est 66, 2 Feb.




troops into it from the rear, orders for the 82nd Ajrborne and 1st Divisions
to be passed through were postponed; (8) and the two divisionﬁ-werﬂ ordered
to attack with all possible speed to selze the SIEGFRIED LINE in the Corps
zone, The objectives of the 82nd #irbornﬂ Division were the fortified towns
of NEUHOF and UDENERITH and the ridgeline extanéing to the southeast, the
MERTESROTT HEIGHTS. (9) ;

Reacting with characteristic speed, the Division attacked 020400 Feb-
ruary with four regiments (325 Glider, 504, 505, 508 Psrachute) echeloned to
the right in the order they could reagh the line of departure and a fifth
regiment (517 Prcht RCT, attached) in reserve. (10) 1200 Hours found the
525 Glider Infentry heavily engaged in NEVHOF, one battalion of the 504 Preht
Inf on the MERTESROTT HEIGHTS,and the 505 and 508 Prcht Inf on the Division's
right flank; making good progress to the southeast. (11) (See Map C

The terrain in the division zone consisted of rugged, forested heights,
the most dominating of which, the MERTESROTT HEIGHTS, extended in a ridge-
line southeast across the division zone., This hill mass was deeply cut and
cross—-compartmented Yy the WILSAM RIVFR and numercus draws along which had
been cited heavy concrete pillboxes of the permanent furtif%ﬂatiana type.
Open ground on the north was controlled by the fortified town of NEUHOF,
which was accessible by road from the line of departure and in turn connected
with FRAUENKRON, outside the division sector, by an unimproved road rumning
across the MERTESROTT HEIGHTS. FExcept in the NEUHOF sector, there were no
roads from the line of departure into the objective area; and because of ter-
rain barrlers none could be constructed within the time and means a?ai}able.
Fool movement was difficult on steep and slippery formest tralls. Fourteen
inches of snow covered the ground; the temperature varied between 10 degrees
at night to 25 degrees during the day. Visibllity was too poor for ground

A-5, 82nd Div Opn Instr Confirming Verbal 0, 1 Feb
A-5, 82nd Div Opn,- Instr Confirming Varbal ©, 1 F_b

EB;. A-5, XVIII Corps Opn Instrs 59,051200 Jan
o
10
11) A-5, 82nd Div Sitrep 021200 Feb
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adjustment of artillery fire and forgir observation. (12) (See Map C)

German resistance was spotty but stiffening as the 82nd advanced,

The morning's PW haul identified remmants of the 3rd Parachute Division,
which had opposed the 82nd Division in its advance to the SIEGFRIED LINE,
together with an assortment of Alarm, Portress, and Service Units, and pro-
duced a report that a Reglment of the 9th Panzer Division was closing'into
FRAUENKRON, (13) Enemy morale was low, However, remnants of the 5rd Para-
chute Division were fighting temaciously, the terrain favored the enemy, and
the Regiment of the 9th Panzer Division, should it be able to engage in time
wonld be a powerful reinforcement. (14)

Except for two weeks in Corps reserve, the 82nd Alrborme Division had
seen continuous service in the bitter winter fighting in the ARDENNES. Both
the enemy and the cold had takem their toll. Battalion strengths were 45%
throughout the Division. Hﬁw&1e;=the B2nd was an ﬂlit; division sand s vet- -
eran of five campaigns and two winters of fighting, Wo amount of hardship
or loss could effect its morale, In the rugged and roadless tarruiq now con-—
fronting it the divisions light organization and tough, aggressive infantry
would be used to maximum advantage, Combat efficiency was excellent, (15)

The Division had been adeguately equipped and supplied when it left the
line of departure., Now, however, 1t was imperative that the 525 Glider and
§04 Prcht Inf geize thelir objeetives with utmost speed - and in the case of
the 504, lith the rations and amhunitian on its back — as the 4000 yard hand-
carry distance to the 504 was prohibitive of an extended action snd could be
shortened only after the rosd through NEUHOF was cleared, Fvacnation for the

§04, mlready diffieult, was being eccomplished with the aid of FW's en route

to the reer. (18) (See Map C)

(12) PFersonal knowledge; A-5, Msg ASP to 82nd -3, 021550 Feb;
A-T7, "Belgium History"

(15) A~E, S-2 Journal 2-% Peb

(14) 2A-6, 5-2 Journal 2-3 Feb

(15) Personal Knowledge; A-5, 82nd Div Per Rpt, 1 Feb.Regerding Pn strengts,
those of 504 and 508 Prcht Inf were sbout 45%; there is no reason to
believe the other two regts were stronger

(16) A-T7, "Belgium History"; Personal knowledge
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THE DISPOSITIONS AND PLAN OF THE $04 PARACHUTE INFANTRY (See Map D)
At 1200 hours the lead B ttalion (2nd Pattalion) of the 504 Prcht Inf

was on its objective, the central portion of the MERTFSROTT HEIGHTS, and
coming under piecemeal counterattack in battellon strength from its left.

The 1st Battalion, which had been ordered at 1035 hours to pass to
the right of the 2nd Batialion and selze the southeastern portion of the
heights, had arrived with its head at a draw immediately adjacen; toc and
abreast of the 2nd Battelion position. The 3rd Battelion had proceeded
through the 525 Glider Infantry sector and was attempting to come down on
the teft portion of the objective from the morth. (17)

THE DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 1ST BATTALION (Sge Map D)
The 1lst Buttaliun atarted.for its uﬁjactive in & eolumn of companies,

C, B, A, It was out of supporting distance of 1ts 8lmm mortsrs, Ite art-
illery florward observer was with C Company. Upon arrival of the head of
the battalion at the draw, however, C Company was at the WILSAM RIVER where
it had dropped off to reduce a pillbox to permit the pnsségﬁ of the Battel-
ion; and B Company, for some reason, had turned southeast st the drﬁw,

Thus, at 1200 hours, A Corpany, in reserve, arrived at the draw leading the

THE. DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF A COMPANY (See Map D)

A ﬂompnﬁr arrived at tﬁe draw as a two-platoon company, with its pla-
toons in columm, lst, 3rd. It had reorganized into two platoons earlier
in the attack. Its strength now was three officers and 59 enlisted men,
including an aide man, (19)

As fha Company Commander srrived at the head of his column, he noted
that F Company on his left, deployed on the right flank of the 2nd Battal-
ion objective, was receiving small arms fire from across the draw, He also

noted that his company was leading the Bagttalion, He was temporarily out of

(17) A-6, S-3 Journal 2 Feb, items 1028, 1040, 1041, 1250

(18) Statements of Capt John N. Pease, Co Cmdr, Co A on £ Feb;
Personal kmowledge

(12) Personal records in possession of muthor; Persocnal Imowledge




radio contact with Battelion, Knowingithat speed was paramount, he decided
to proceed with the Battalion miesion. He ordered the 1lst Platoon to attack
across the drew at once. (20)

THE SITUATION OF THE ZRD PLATOON (See Yep E).

The ¥rd Platoon, in support, arrived at the draw in platoon column be-
tween F Company and the lst Platoon, Sporadic fire from a machine gun and
several rifles was being received from the ares in fromt of A Company. This
fire seemed unaimed and was not sufficient to deter movement, most of it
being directed at F Company. No enemy could be seen, but the platcon leader
assumed that he was occupylng a blocking position across the draw in platoon,
or greater, strength, (21)

The platoon consizted of masofficer, a platoon sergeant, and 21 en-
listed men organized as an B-man rifle squad (the "lst Squdd"), a 10-man
rifle squad (the "2nd Squad"),and a 5-man light machine gun team. The 1st
Squad, armed with 2 Browning futometic Rifles, 1 Thompson Sub-machine Gun,
and 5 rifles, had been organized the day before from remnants of all of the
rifle elements of the platoon. The Znd Squad, armed with £ Thompson Sub-
machine Guns and 8 rifles, had been organized a half mile down the trail
from the remnantz of éﬁa platoon's mortar squad and six men from the com-
pany's dissolved 2nd Platoon. (22)

Tndividual base lcads of ammunition were still intzct - the platoon
having been in support throughout the morning. PErowning Automatic Rifles
were loaded with tracer, one tracer to three ball. The platoon was without
an aide man, It had consumed its 1/3 K ration hours earlier. (23)

In the attack to the SIEGFRIED LINE the platoon had lost 2 officers,
and 6 out of 8 NCO's & two thirds of its numbers. The new platoon leader was
seeing his first aétion with the platoon but not his first combat. Squad

identities had been lost; and the men were suffering from frozen feet, hunger,

(20) Statements of Capt John N Peace on 2 Feb; Perscnal knowledge. Bn was
also out of contact with Rggt - A-5, Mag 504-3 to G-3, 021214 Feb

Ezlg Persenal knowledge

22) Personal knowledge. For T/0 & F Preht Rifle Co and Plat see T/O & E
7-37, 1 Aug 1944

(25) Persenal knowledge




and exhaustion from the hard climb over slippery trails., However, it was

a veteran platoon, proud of its fighting record and proud of its regiment
and division and long enured to change and hardﬂﬁip. Although understrength,
it was a balanced team, high in fire power, and was an excellent size for
control. Combat efficiency was good. (24)

The draw in front of the platoon was about 100 yards wide and 50 feet
daepjw.ﬂlr.h gently sloping sides. It came to & head about 80 yards to the
left in front of F Company. The ground on both banks of the drawwas cov-
ered moderately denmsely with pine trees with boles up to 30 inches in dia-
meter, The trees thimmed out down the sides of the draw becoming opem along
the bottom, Observation from the top of cne bank to the other was limited
due to the trees ,and the bottom of the draw was not visible to the far bank
because of the contour of the ground. The head of the draw was thinly wooded
and open to observation from the enemy side. The draw deepened toward the
south, and the woods on the far side extended more toward the bottom on A
Compeny 's right. The ground was covered with 14 inches of unmarked snow;
the t;athar was cold, sky overcast; ground visibility was fair at 200 yards.
(25)

THE _FLAN OF THE SRD FLATOON (See Map E) (26)
The plan o £ the 3rd Platoon was to assault on the left of the lst Pla-

toon as soon after the lst Flatoon had drawn fire as the Company Commander
might permit. The platoon leader reasoned that momentarily artillery and
mortar fire might make the present position untenable; and that once the en-
emy had disposed himself to meet the assault of the lat Platoon, a second
assault pressed home quickly might achieve surprise. Moreover, he estima~
ted that the assault of the lst Flatoon would be unsuccessful since he had
noted that the lst Platoon leader was following, rather than leading, his

platoon's assault.

(24) Statement of Capt John N. Pease and Cpl John H. Stubbs, Plat Sgt Zrd
Plat, on 31 Jan; Personal knowledge

(25) Personal knowledge

(26) Perscnal knowledge




The formation would be two pairs of scouts abreast, followed by a skir-
mish line consisting of the lst Squad, followed by the light machine gun ‘
team, followed by a second skirmish line consisting of the 2nd Sguad. Each
squad would furnish two scouts and the 2nd Squad would give two men to the
lst Squad to give each gquad a strength of eight men without scouts.

The 1st Squad would be disposed with.the platoon leader in the middle,

e Browning Automatic Rifle team on each flank and the squad leader and assis-
tant squad leader on either side of the platoon lesder midway to each flank,
The light machine gun team would follow the first skirmish line by twenty yards.
The second skirmish line would follow the first within signalling distance but
not so close ﬁa to receive the bulk of the fires directed at the first skirmish
line., The platoon sergeant would be at the middle of this line. The platoon
sergeant would come forward rapidly if the platoon leader should become a cas-
ualty. The platoon would form in its present position within the woods and be

in the asgsault as it left the tree line, There would be no fire support. Am-

munition would be conserved. Seconds and thirds in command for 211 elements
would be designated now., In case of casualties, no automatic weapon would be
left behind, The platucn.leadar would coordinate with F Company to the ex-
tent of cautioning the nearest elements not to fire into the platoon as it
moved out. The platoon leader assembled the two squad leaderas, the platoon
sergeant, the light machine gun leader, and the four scouts, and gave them
this information.
The 1st Flatoon. jumped off and disappeared into the trees at the foot
of the far slope. Light firing broke ocut and a PW drifted back. The firing
1:253&£&1but it became apparent that the lst Flatoon n;s halted short of the
gé-‘s):‘\&ﬁjactiw. The Compeny Commander then ordered the 3rd Platoon to jump off,
';;'5 Erd Flatoon 11:1&&_1&1;&1.? formed as planned, broke back the bolts on its

weapons to make sure they were not frozen, and moved out from the tree line,

i
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NARRATION (27) (&

The platoon moved out at approximately GE}ElD hours. (28) The platoon
leader waited until the scouts cleared the woods by about thirty yards be-
fore starting forward with the first skirmish line., When the line cleared
the woods by about twenty yards he ordered it to take up a light marching
fire and started firing himself. After a few steps all of the line was
firing satisfactorily., It was then instructed to continue firing but to
conserve ammunition., The skirmish line contimied a slow fire, the men ta@:#,a
ing care not to hit the scouts ahead. As the scouts progressed, the second
one in each pair turned from time to time to see that they were maintaining
the right direction enabling the platoon leader to keep them aligned by voice
and hand signals, TWhen the first skirmish line cleared the woods by about 40
yards, the platoon sergeant started forward with the second sldrmish line.
The platoon, now clear of the woods, maintained a deliberate pace as the men,
heavily loaded and awkward in manrllayars of winter elothing, had heavy going
in the deep snow, The platoon leader set a slow pace,as the success of the
assault depended on a steady advance all of the way to the objective,

THE FORMATION COMES UNDER FIRE

As the formation raauﬁed the open ground in the bottom of the draw and
the forward elements started up the gradual alope of the far side, the scouts
came under fire,” The scouts halted and returned the fire at pointblank range.
while the first skirmish line, contimuing at a steady pace, gradually closed
on them, The initial enemy fire against the scouts was light. The platoon
had achieved surprise, The skirmish line now came progressively under fire
as the enemy 1ifted his fire from the scouts to direet it at the greater
threat and, shifting his positions, brought more weapons to bear. However,

the fire of the first skirmish line picked up quickly,each weapon firing,

=

(27) Personal knowledge, except as otherwise noted
(28) A1l times are tnturpn%%ﬂ from A-8, S-5 Journal, items 1041 and 1250
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and the noise of automatic and semi-automatic fire all but drowned out the
gound of the enemy fire,

CLOSING TO THE ORJECTIVE

In another ten yards enemy heads and rifles could be seen protruding
from behind the bases of large pine trees, The first skirmish line, now
reinforced tgr the scouts, on which it had closed, advanced into an area of
gcattered trees, As the men contimmed forward, bark flew from the trees
around them, and the sharp crack of bullets past thelr ears became more dis-
tinguishable in the racket of the firefight than the duller report of enemy
weapons, As the enemy fire became heavier and the range closed, the first
skirmish line tended to bend back at the flanks, but the aggressive firing
of the Browning Automatic Rifle gumners on the flank extremities and the
exhortations of the leaders brought the flanks on line again. The platoon
legder saw that the Germans were not dug in but were firing from prone pos-
itions behind the trees, using the tree trunks as cover; and he gelled to
the men to fire into the boles of the trees., Vhether,in the noise and con-
fusion, the order was heard or not, PFC Preeman, (29) the left BProwning Auto-
matie Rifle gunner, fifﬁd into the tree trunks and his tracers set the ex-
ample for the rest,

The progress of the line became slower as individuals aﬁvancad a step
or two, fired two or three aimed shots, and advanced agein, each man firing

at those Germans most threatening him, The Browning Automatic Rifle gunners

fired from the hip, alming by thelr tracers, and ip spite of the confusion
2
carefully returned empty magazines to their belts, (£0) The line was build-

ing up fire superiority and continmulng to move in., The platoon leader fired
occasionally with his carbine (%1) but gave his attention to his formation
and the actions of the enemy ms much as possible,

25 he moved abreast the right lead scout (32)who was crouching by a

tree, the scout shouted that his rifle would not fire, The platoon leader
29) PFC Harold J. Freeman, 9.3 Main St, Willemanlick, Conn. (% 1 | AP S
(30) Magazines were difficult to replace and,consequently, had taken on a
value almost as great as the BAR itself,,
(31) The Plat leader considered this an unsatisfactory type of weapon but
had had no time to get another prior to the atiack,
(%2) The plat mortar gunner. He had vol.to be a scoul when the'mor sqd had been
converted to riflemen,
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told him to wait and get another from a casualty. Suddenly the scout's
helmet flew off and he slapped his head as though he had been stung. A
gtream of blood an inch in diameter arched out from his tewple and con-
timed to run like an open spigot, meltimg a hole in the snow, The scout
gradually relaxed and died in his crouching position...

DESTRUCTION OF THE ENEMY

In a few yards the line reached level ground above the draw. About
forty Germans cculd be seen prone behind trees, their positions exposed to
the advancing line., The skirmish line almost halted as the men fired flat-
footed into the nearest Germans, who were only a few feet away, some re-
turning the fire and some already desd. On the right, a German erawled for-
ward, pushing a MG 54%ahead of him in the snow, and was killed as he tried
to put it into sction., A second German, moving as though in a trance, tried
to man the gun, but it was kicked out of his hands and he was killed as he
reached for it a second time, '

Looking back to check the progress of the second skirmish line, the
platoon leader saw that it had closed on the first and was adding its fires
to the fight. Cpl. Stubbs, (83) the platoon sergeant, was steady as a rock
as he pushed his men forward.

Further down the slope two men were down, one holding his leg and one
face down in the snow. A man from the lst Platoon was bending over the
latter going through his pockets...

Suddenly the platoon leader found himself staring down the barrel of a
German rifle sighting at him from the ground fifteen feet away. Reacting
slowly, he stepped to one side and fired at the steel-helmeted head behind
the rifle without apparent effect. Firing three more rounds and clearing
his malfunctioning carbine (84) between each round, he moved on, the Ger-

man rifle continuing to point aimlessly...

#* German LMG model 1354
(33) Cpl. John H, Stubbs, Magee, Miss,
(54 A new weapon which had not been check-fired prior to the attack
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The platoon had gained positive fire supremacy and the men spontan-
eously slacked off their fire and r:al_'lled "Kemerad |Kamerad !" to the enemy
to give him a chance to surrender, took up the fire again when he did not,
and then repeated the process; but no German availed himself of the oppor-
tunity. |

The line advanced among the most forward of the Germans, most of whom
were dead, and fired into enemy deeper in the position. Being anxious to
end the action as soon as possible and hoping to get flanking and sealing
fire on the Germans, the platcon leader worked himself slowly across in front
of the firing line and to its right. Turning to call up the light machine
gun team, he found the gunner at his elbow carrying the entire mounted and
loaded machine gun. The gunner calmly moved to the left and slightly to the
rear of the enemy, set down his gun in the snow, and from a kneeling position
fired systematically into the German backs, his tracers ripping into one ex-
posed prone figure after another.

Suddenly two Germans at the rear of the group got up and made a2 break
for the ;nads to the left. A rifle grenadier from the lst Platoon, just join-
ing the fight, ran forward cursing, took deliberate aim from his shoulder, and
struck one of the Germans squarely between the shoulder blades with a grenade...
The right Browning Automatic Rifle fired four or five long bursts at the sec-
ond running German at a range of 40 yards and missed. The German's flapping
Geneva Red Cross apron (35) became visible as he disappeared into the edge of
the woods, the only man to escape.

In the center of the enemy group a German Lieutenant got to his knees,
looked about at his dead comrades, and gulit hesitatingly as though reluctant
to live, He lurched by, dazed, with bullet holes showing through the nape of
his helmet and laced through the back of his overceoat. Spddenly all firing
ceased and the woods were still, The time was 1250; the assault had taken

about twenty mimutes.

(35) GCerman enlisted aide man
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THE REORGANIZATION

Inspection of the position showed 40 (3%8) Germans of the 2rd Parachute
Division all dead, most of them shot more than once through the head. (37)
The bases of the trees behind which they had taken up firing positions had
served well as aiming points for the platoon. Thirty cal_i_’t_:nar bullets had
penetrated the Sﬂ-:l.zlch piuei tru.uk_a withau‘!;r even slowing up?- The fact that
the enemy had fought to the last man_even though repeatedly given the oppor-
tunity to surrender.was mute testimony of the auality of this group.

From tracks in the snow it was apparent that the Garman group had been
moving forward when they had encountered the right flank of F Company. In-
itially they had crawled to the edge of the draw and disposed themselves to
fire across it. The arrival of A Company and the abor‘tive assault of the
lst Platoon had caused them to redispose themselves to their left and then
the mssault of the 5rd Platoon caught them in their right flank, The action
in some respects had had the characteristics of a small meeting engagement,

The platoon was now in possession of the ground but in a vulnerable
position.as the flat ground above the draw was devoid of cover and conceal-
ment and exposed to the woods on either flank end the open ares to the fromt,
Moreover, the platoon had become badly mixed with the lst Platoon, which had
drifted into the position. With the sudden release from the tension of the
assault, the men were talking excitedly, mingling with friends, looting the
enemy dead, and oblivious to all danger, The platoon leader of the lst Fla-
toon was nowhere to be seen, |

The platoon sergeant was instructed to put out local security and immed-
iately start reorganizing 'I"he platoon, The platoon leader made a hasty re-
connaissance to the front which revealed no enemy but strengthened his opinion

that the platoon should reorganize with a2ll possible speed,

(36) Capt John N, Pease stated on & Feb that there were 50 to 75 deed.
82nd Div G.0. 40, 22 Mar 45 states 70. In the writers opinion there
were at least 40.

(37) A Bn staff 6. later remarked to the writer that he had never before
seen so many enemy dead of hesd wounds in one group.
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Upon returning to the platoon five mimutes later, he found the platoon
sergeant struggling to regain control, but the two platoons were still badly
mixed. The light machine gun and a Browning Automatic Rifle were sent for-
ward 40 yards to the right and left as security, and the platoon leader, after
some logs of time, finally separsted the two platoons by directing that they
assemble under separate trees about 40 yards apart. PBoth areas were exposed,
but it seemed the best way to regain contrel. The plétnan sergeant then set
about to reorganize the squads while the platoon leader checked on the cas-
ualties.

The Browning Automatic Rifle gumner, FFC Freeman, helmetless and with a
deep bullet crease along the side of his head but still clutching his BAR,
weg being restreined from rumming on into the woods to take on the whole Ger-
man army alone, The tension of the assault, in which he had contributed more
than his share to the platoon's success, and the shock of his head wound, had
temporarily umbalanced him, The platoon leader calmed him as best he could,
took his BAR snd ammunition bait and sent him to the rear, wondering if he
would wander off and get lost in the woods.

The dead scout was stiffening in his crouching position by the tree. A
check of his rifle showed that ice had prevented the bolt from closing. (38)

Further down the hill a Browning Automatic Rifle gunner from the lst
Platoon was face down in the snow. Apparently he had been killed as he moved
over from his platoon to give the Zrd Platoon & hand. His prized BAR and
belt were quickly appropriated.

To his right the Thompson Submachine gumner from the second skirmish
line was sitting with his broken leg stuck out in fromt of him. A bullet
had penetrated the shin cleanly from the front, The platoon leader told him

he would have to wait for evacuation until someone came slong, and cautioned

(38) A comwon occurrence in the winter weather. When weapons were
not being fired, bolts had to be broken open every few minutes
to keep them from freezing tight.
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him not to take morphine*, The man replied, "Don't worry about me, Lieut-
enant," looking pleased with his wound. Apparantly both this man and the
dead Browning Automatic Rifle gunner had been struck by fire directed at the
first skirmish line.

Returning to the platoon, the platoon leader found the light machine
gunner in bad condition with frozen feet. and sent him to the rear.

The squad leaders were nmow in control of their squads and had them sep-
arated and disposed on the ground. A detail picked up the weapons and ammuni-
tion from the casuvalties and these were redistributed. A count of ammnition
showed that there were only four magazines per Browning Automatic Rifle and
six clips per M-l rifle left, an alarming fact since there could be no resupply
until some time after the regimental objective had been taken. The platoon
leader took the Thompson Submachine Gun that had belonged to the casualty,
discarding his carbine,

Just then the company commander came up and said, "Man, I thought you
were wasting ammnition until I saw what was here." He ordered the platoon
to attack directly to the east as soon as it was reorganized. He was in con-
tack with Battalion again, (39)

The miserable, exhausted platoon formed slowly and at 1255 contimued
the attack to the east, the erstwhile support platoon of the reserve ccmpany
now leading the Battalion,

SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF THE ACTION

To sum up the results of the action, the platoon was syecessful in its
mission of removing the cbstacle from the peth of A Company. Moreover, the
enemy group had been destroyed and thereformewould not have to be fought
agein, The action had taken about 45 minutes; 40 enemy had been killed and

one taken prisoner at & cost of one dead and three wounded (one of them a wea-

ther casuslty). About two thirds of the platoon's ammunition had been expended,

# Morphine would make him helpless, a dangerous state in winter weather
and uncertain evacuation,
(59) Statement of Capt John N, Pease at that time
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As it turned out, this action was instrumental in the accomplishment of
the Battalion mission, as A Company promptly proceeded to, and seized, the
Battalion objective, and held it ageinst mounting pressure until the remain-

der of the Battalion, which was much delayed by actions enroute, arrived.

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

SPEED AND INTITIATIVE
The speed with which the platoon was able to deliver its assault was

probably a major factor in its success. The initiative was taken away
from the enemy, surprise was achieved, and the possibility of other enemy
forces intervening in the action was minimized., Moreover, the time that
was gained for the Battalion by the speed of this smell sction probably
spelled the difference between success and failure on the Battalion object-
ive. 1In part this speed was achieved by the platoon leader's having anti- -
eipated the company commander's order and hﬁ?ing made his plan and prepara-
tions ahead of time,

Moreover, the action took place in a setting of speed and initiative.
The company, in reserve, finding itself accidentally at the head of the
Battalion, and out of radio contact, did not hesitate to assume the mission
of the lead company, and the mctions of all echelons were correspondingly

ageressive,

FORMATION
The platoon's formation, in effect, echeloned the sssault in depth and

enabled the platoon to strike accurately at a decisive point on & narrow
front with a sudden and ever-increasing pressure,

The first echelon, the two pairs of scouts, accurately guided in the
main body of the formation, assured that the formation was preceded by
ageressive individusls and prevented the enemy from bringing the full shoek

of his fire against the main formation.
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The second echelon, the one-squad first skirmish line, provided the
maximum fire to the front that cculd be positively moved and controlled.
This achainn, being weighted with the bulk of the fire power of the platoon,
assured that the target received the maximum weight of effective fire at one
time.

The third echelon, a one-squad skirmish line, by following the first
line, automatically threw in the support at the moment of greatest momen-
tum, obviated the need for communications, kept the support out of the bulk
of the enemy fire until the decisive moment and served to push along the
first line.

The light machine gun ta?m between the second and third echelons gave
the platoon leader a means to influence the fight at a decisive moment,
added to the fire power of the platoon, and, by following closely, cobviated
the need for communications,

THE LEADER'S POSITION IN THE FORMATION

The platoon leader's position in this action was in the center and 4
abreast of the main element (first skirmish line). Fronm this position he
was able to exercise some control over the scouts to his front, lead the
main element, and exercise some control of the second (support) skirmish
line to his rear.

Doctrine states that the leader should be at the point where he can
most influence the action of his unit. In*the case of the platoon in the
assault against fire, it is difficult to escape the conclusion that this
point is well forward, where his perscmal prresence can be felt.

The action of A Company's two platoons shows an example of an assault
that was led from the front and was successful and one thet was led from
the rear and failed, . General Fatton has described this phenomenon in terms

of a piece of wet spaghetti that can be pulled forward but bends if pushed.
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GETTING THE MEN TO FIRE

Probably every man in the 3rd Platoon fired with the exception of two
casualties who were hit before they could fire, (40) This ection shows that
it is possible and practie&l to get all of the men to fire if sufficient con-
sideration is given to formation, distribution of leaders and automatic wea-
rons, and psychological factors.

The measures used with the first skirmish line, for example, were stren-
gthening the flank extremities — the weskest points of a line advancing against
fire - with Browning Automatic Rifles, placing the platoon leader at the mid-
dle and & squad leader and sssistant squad leader midway to each flank, having
the men fire under controlled conditions prior to the firefight in order to
break down any resistance to firing, and firing by the leaders to set the ex-
ample, The nine-man line contained one leader and one automatic weapon in
every three men.,

Since the mumber of men who fire killing or neutralizing fire at the
desired place and time is the true measure of a small unit's combat efficiency,
and in the average American unit in the last war perhaps only 15% (41) of the
men fired in a given action, it cap be seen that a tremendous advantage ac-
crues to the unit that can get a high proportion of‘'its memn to fire.

FLEXIBILITY

The platoon was able to fight effectively even though its recent leaders
were gone, its original squad identifies lost, its erew-served weapons men
serving as riflemen and vice versa, and its organization differing radically
from, and its strength considerably below, T/0. (42) Its maintenance of
fighting efficiency was due in part to the following:

The men had great pride in unit, identifying themselves not only with
their squads and platoon, but even to a greater degree with regiment and div-

ision. Thus the loss of squad identities - platoon identity in the case of
?EEF 'Farsana;afbservatinn during the action & results o & Check ol ammo
42

Hop, during reorgn,
) T/O&E 7-37, 1 Aug 44
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the six men from the disolved platoon - did not greatly effect their esprit.

The men had been trained in sll of the weapons of the platoon - a div-
ision policy - and had had impressed on them that quick switches of jobs
would be made as casualties required, Thus they were technically and psy-
chologically prepared to take on new jobs in an emergency.

As the strength of the platoon fell, reorganizations had kept its
weapons and manpower in balance. Moreover, as a 22-man platoon it was at
a better "fighting strength® than-at its T/0 strength because of improved
eontrol, :
REORGANIZATION

There was a dangerous loss of time in reorganization on the ocbjective.
Had the enemy been able to react with fire or counterattack, the platecon
easily could have lost the objective it had just taken and have suffered
heavy casualties, The delay resulted essentially from two causei. The pla-
toon leader had not foreseen the possibility of his unit becoming mixed with
a leaderless unit on the objective and therefore was slow in taking positive
action to separate them, Secondly, he did not anticipate that the objective,
which offered good defensive ground to the enemy, would offer him no cover
for his reorganization.

TRACFR-LOADING THE BROWNING AUTOMATIC RIFLE

In this action tracer loadings in the Browning Aytomatic Rifles facili-
tated hip shooting by the BAR gunners and fire control by the leaders and,
it is believed, was a favorable morale factor for the other soldiers of the
platoon who could see fire as they advanced,

A tracer loading of one tracer round to three rounds of ball gave good
tracer visibility. Tracers were obtained Yy unloading the tracer from light
machine gun belts. The light machine gun belts were then filled up with ball

and could be used for night firing.
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THE PENETRATING POWER OF THE CALIBFR 30 RIFLE BULLET

By shooting through the tree trunks behind which the enemy was firing in
prone positions, the platoon was able to use the trees as aiming points and
to infliet greater casualties than would have resulted if the enemy had fought
in the open, Because the enemy was prone a bullet fired through the base of
a tree was likely to cause a fatality by striking him in the head or passing
longetudinally through his body. It was found that 50 inches of green pine
d4id not stop Caliber 30 rifle bullets.

LESSONS

A A In the attack speed and initiative are often the keys to success,

s A platoon formetion which echelons an assault in depth adds power
to the aauaulﬁhhna improves control.

h..“;; In the assault the platoon leader must lead from the front, not
push from tﬁé Tear,

4, In the platoon assault it is possible to get practically all of
the men to fire if adéquaﬁa conaideratiﬁﬁ-is giv&n'ﬁb formation, distribution
;f_iaadars and weapons, and psychological factors.

O Platoon organization should be f]re:ls:_i:'ble so that combat efficiency
is maintained‘;;é;rdlesa of strength,

6. In planning for the reorganization on the objective the leader
must anticipate the possibility of friendly units being mixed on the objective
and that the objective may offer no cover for the reorganization.

Te The effectiveness of the Browning Automatie Rifle for deylight fir-
ing is increased when it is loaded with tracer (1 to 3).

B. In woods fighting the ability of small arms fire to penetrate

trees shgﬁid_he used to advantage,

e
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